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NZ Orienteering Championships 

26-29 March 2027 
Event Bulletin #1 
 
Nau mai, haere mai, and welcome from Counties Manukau 
Orienteering Club and Orienteering Waikato! 
 
We are excited to be hosting the 2027 NZ Orienteering 
Championships (NZOC2027), with events in Hamilton 
CBD (Wintec Campus), Port Waikato (Ngapuriri 
Farm/Sunset Station), and Otaua (Madonna Harris Farm). 
 
This bulletin provides initial information on NZOC2027, 
and will be supplemented with more thorough information 
in Bulletin 2, which will be released a week or two prior to 
the event. 
 
For more information, visit the NZOC2027 website at 
ochamps.nz and like and follow the NZOC2027 Facebook 
page at facebook.com/NZOrienteeringChampionships 
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PROGRAMME 

 
Event 1: SPRINT DISTANCE 

A-Level 
Friday 26 March 2027 

Wintec Campus 
Central Hamilton 

 
Event 2: MIDDLE DISTANCE 

A-Level 
Saturday 27 March 2027 

Ngapuriri Farm 
Port Waikato 

 
Event 3: LONG DISTANCE 

A-Level 
Sunday 28 March 2027 

Sunset Station 
Port Waikato 

 
Event 4: RELAY 

A-Level 
Monday 29 March 2027 
Madonna Harris Farm 

Otaua 
 

Contact: info@cmoc.co.nz 
Website: ochamps.nz 

 

https://ochamps.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/NZOrienteeringChampionships
http://www.ochamps.nz/
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EVENT LOCATIONS AND ACCOMMODATION 

 

EMBARGOED AREAS 
All the areas used for NZOC2027 are embargoed, which means there are strict restrictions which all 
competitors must comply with around access to the competition areas. Refer to the Embargo Notice 
for NZOC2027 at orienteering.org.nz/news/nzoc-2027-embargo-notice 
 

TRANSPORT INFORMATION 
No transport to the events will be provided by the organisers. Competitors are strongly encouraged to 
have access to a vehicle during NZOC2027 as most competition venues will be located outside areas 
served by regular public transport. Hamilton will be the principal accommodation hub and is 
accessible by road, air, and long-distance bus services. Rental vehicles are available from Auckland 
and Hamilton Airports and from central Hamilton. Competitors seeking transport are encouraged to 
coordinate with their clubs and regions. 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
There is no pre-organised accommodation for competitors. Competitors travelling from outside the 
Waikato region will find a wide range of accommodation in Hamilton, including hotels, motels, 
serviced apartments, AirBnBs, holiday parks, and campgrounds. Hamilton is expected to be the 
primary accommodation hub for NZOC2027. Limited accommodation is also available in Port 
Waikato, including motel units, cabins, camping and campervan sites at the Port Waikato Holiday 
Park, along with privately operated holiday homes. Competitors are encouraged to book early, 
particularly for family-sized accommodation and holiday park sites during the Easter holiday period. 
 

CLIMATE INFO 
March is one of the most favourable months for orienteering in the Waikato region. Competitors can 
expect warm daytime temperatures of approximately 21-24°C and cooler overnight temperatures of 
13-17°C. While occasional showers are possible, March typically offers a good balance of sunshine, 
moderate rainfall, and comfortable racing conditions. Hamilton generally experiences warm, settled 
conditions, while Port Waikato's coastal location can bring refreshing sea breezes and changeable 
west coast weather. Competitors should be prepared for both sunshine and rain and bring 
appropriate clothing for varying conditions. 
 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
There will be no training opportunities offered for NZOC2027. 
 

Date Event Location Distance from 
Auckland Airport 

Friday 26 March 2027 Sprint Central Hamilton 112km 
Saturday 27 March 2027 Middle Port Waikato 91km 
Sunday 28 March 2027 Long Port Waikato 91km 
Monday 19 March 2027 Relay Otaua 65km 

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/news/nzoc-2027-embargo-notice
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COMPETITION INFORMATION 
 

RULES 
The events will be run under the latest version of the Orienteering New Zealand (ONZ) Competition 
Rules for New Zealand Foot Orienteering Events.  
 

FAIR PLAY 
All competitors shall behave with fairness and honesty, and must abide by the IOF fair play rules. A 
competitor who breaks any rule, or benefits from the breaking of any rule, may be disqualified. The 
expectation is that all competitors compete with fairness and honesty. Attempts to gain any 
information related to the courses, beyond that provided by the organiser, is prohibited before and 
during the competition.  
 

A LEVEL STATUS 
NZOC2027 has A-Level status across all four events: Sprint, Middle, Long, and Relay. All runners on 
the M21E and W21E courses will be ranked. Where the ONZ rules are in conflict with the IOF rules, 
the IOF rules have precedence. As per IOF Foot Orienteering rule 21.4, competitors shall not use or 
carry telecommunication equipment between entering the pre-start area and reaching the Finish of a 
race, unless the equipment has been approved by the Controller prior to the event. GPS-enabled 
devices may be carried, provided they have no map display and are not used for navigation 
purposes. 
 

COMPETITOR AFFILIATION 
Entries to NZOC2027 must be from persons affiliated to ONZ or an IOF member organisation, or who 
pay a one-event participation fee. New Zealand Championship titles may be held only by individual 
members of ONZ-affiliated clubs who are also NZ citizens or permanent residents, as defined by the 
New Zealand Immigration Service. Payment of a one-event participation levy does not grant eligibility. 
 

COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS 
Complaints and protests are handled in accordance with ONZ Rules 27, 28, 29 and 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
https://orienteering.sport/iof/fair-play/
https://onedrive.live.com/embed?cid=663580750d0c0bce&resid=663580750D0C0BCE!sd53a78e3a0e14f73883342d6bf780786&ithint=file%2cpdf&embed=1&migratedtospo=true&redeem=aHR0cHM6Ly8xZHJ2Lm1zL2IvYy82NjM1ODA3NTBkMGMwYmNlL0lRVGplRHJWNGFCelQ0Z3pRdGFfZUFlR0FSUlRKSU5FdXBnWHV6ZG9SaWpNR0Fj&em=2&wdHideHeaders=True&wdDownloadButton=False
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
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COMPETITION PROGRAMME 

 

MAPS AND TERRAIN 
Sprint  

• Location: Central Hamilton 
• Mapping: New map for NZOC 2027  
• Scale and contour interval:  

Elite, 14-35 1:4,000 
40+, AS-classes 1:3,000 
10-12, 60+ 1:3,000 

 
• Terrain detail: Mix of complex buildings, paved areas, open courtyards, laneways and planted 

areas, with virtually flat or no contours. 
 
Middle and Long 

• Location: Port Waikato (Ngapuriri Farm/Sunset Station) 
• Mapping: Remapped area for NZOC 2027  
• Scale and contour interval: 1:10,000, 5m for Elite Classes 
• Terrain detail: A varied mix of open farmland and native bush, with large valleys, steep slopes 

and prominent rock cliffs creating a challenging landscape. The native bush contains 
numerous gullies and spurs, providing plenty of route choice and technical navigation. 
Runnability ranges from fast, open farmland to slower and more technical terrain through the 
bush and around the cliff. 
 

Relay 
• Location: Otaua (Madonna Harris Farm) 
• Mapping: Updated map for NZOC2027 
• Scale and contour interval: 1:10,000, 3.5m for Elite Classes  
• Terrain detail: Open coastal farmland with rolling and steep-sided sand dunes and gullies 

Patches of native bush add further terrain detail, with a mix of open and more technical areas. 
Runnability varies from fast open farmland to slower terrain around gullies and areas of 
vegetation. 
 
 

Date Event Location Controller 
Level 

Registration 
opens 

Starts 
from 

Friday 26 March 2027 Sprint Central 
Hamilton A Grade 12 noon 1pm 

Saturday 27 March 2027 Middle Port 
Waikato A Grade 9am 10am 

Sunday 28 March 2027 Long Port 
Waikato A Grade 9am 10am 

Monday 19 March 2027 Relay Otaua A Grade 9am 10am 
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WINNING TIMES 
Foot-Orienteering is its only discipline where winning times for men and women are different in some 
competitions. Winning times will be published in Bulletin 2. 
 

CLASSES 
Competitors are divided into classes according to their gender and age, and any gender may 
compete in Men’s classes: 

• Class eligibility is determined by the participant’s age on 31 December 2026. 
• Competitors aged 20 or younger are eligible to run in each class up to the end of the calendar 

year in which they reach the given age. They are entitled to compete in older classes up to 
and including 21. 

• Competitors aged 21 or older are eligible to run in each class from the beginning of the 
calendar year in which they reach the designated age. They are entitled to compete in younger 
classes down to and including 21. 

• NZ Titles are awarded for Elite and A classes (other than 20A and 21A), and NZ Championship 
medals awarded to all placegetters. Other classes will receive placegetter certificates. 

 

NZOC2027 SPRINT, MIDDLE, AND LONG CLASSES 
Men and Women 
Class Age Difficulty 
Elite 20, 21 Red (Difficult) 

A-Classes 

16, 18, 20, 21, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 
65, 70, 75, 80, 85 Red (Difficult) 

14 Orange (Moderate) 
12 Yellow (Easy) 
10 White (Very Easy) 

AS-Classes 

21, 40, 55 Red (Difficult) 
10 Novice (shadowed) White (Very Easy) 
Open Recreational (any age) Orange (Moderate) 
Open Easy (any age) Yellow (Easy) 
Open Very Easy (any age) White (Very Easy) 

 
NZOC2027 RELAY CLASSES 
Men and Women 
Class Age Difficulty 
Mixed Open Open Red (Difficult) 
Mixed Masters MW40+ Red (Difficult) 
Mixed Veterans MW60+ Red (Difficult) 

Mixed Short 
Leg 1: Up to MW16, Open 
Recreation Leg 2: Up to MW12 
Leg 3: Up to MW14 

Orange (Moderate 
White (Very Easy) 
Yellow (Easy) 

Open Short Any age, gender, or club Red (Difficult) 



NZ Orienteering Championships                                    26-29 March 2027 

Bulletin 1: 31 August 2026 6 

 

EVENT INFORMATION 
 
For more information, visit the NZOC2027 website at ochamps.nz and like and follow the 
NZOC2027 Facebook page at facebook.com/NZOrienteeringChampionships Please direct pre-
event enquiries to info@cmoc.co.nz. In Bulletin 2, we will advise where to direct enquiries during 
NZOC2027. 
 
EVENT ORGANISERS 
Event Director Carolyn McGivern (CMOC) 
Technical Advisor John Robinson (CMOC) 
IOF Advisor Marquita Gelderman 

 
EVENT TEAM 
Event Planner Controller Map 

Sprint (A-Level) Peter Hobbs 
(Waikato) 

Rolf Boswell 
(Waikato) Wintec Campus 

Middle (A-Level) 

Mike Abbott 
(CMOC) 
Chris Howell 
(Waikato) 

Gillian Ingham 
(Wellington) Ngapuriri Farm 

Long (A-Level) 

Grant McKinnon 
(CMOC) 
Blake McKinnon 
(CMOC) 

Bruce Peat (CMOC) Sunset Station 

Relay (A-Level) BJ Bauzon (CMOC) Llewellyn McGivern 
(CMOC) 

Madonna Harris 
Farm 

 
VOLUNTEER HELP 
We welcome people from clubs other than CMOC who may be available to assist on one or more 
days with volunteering at NZOC2027. Please email info@cmoc.co.nz if you can help – thank you! 
 

ZERO WASTE AND SUSTAINABILITY 
NZOC2027 is committed to being an environment-friendly event. Our aim is minimising waste and 
ensuring that our venues are left in the same condition as we found them. The event will follow a 
'take in, take out' policy. So, if you bring something in, please make sure to take it out with you, and 
pick up anything that someone may have dropped inadvertently. 
 

CHILDCARE 
Parents will need to make their own childcare arrangements, as there are no facilities for those with 
young children at any of the events.  
 

DOGS 
Dogs are not allowed at any of the events. Please do not bring dogs. 

https://ochamps.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/NZOrienteeringChampionships
mailto:info@cmoc.co.nz
mailto:info@cmoc.co.nz
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START LISTS 
Start lists for all four events will be published on the event website the week before the event. A copy 
of the Start List will be available at Registration during the event. 
 

START TIME REQUESTS 
Specific start time requests can only be considered for parents of young children who may need split 
starts, and event officials, including volunteers. 
 

RELAY TEAMS 
Relay teams must be submitted for registration by Sunday 28 March. Individuals without a team can 
still participate, and we will create composite teams from available participants on the morning of the 
relay. 
 

PUNCHING (TIMING) SYSTEM 
All events will use the SportIdent (SI) electronic punching system in accordance with the ONZ Touch 
Free Punching Policy on contactless punching. This means SI Air+ controls will be enabled at all 
four events; however, they will also work with non-SI Air+ cards if they are manually punched in the 
control box. SI cards (dibbers/idents) will be used for recording your punches. If you have a 
SportIdent Active Card (SIAC) you will be able to use SI Air+ contactless punching. Your SI card has 
a number that is specifically related to you as a competitor. Your SI card must not be used by anyone 
else at the event. SIAC Cards are available to hire through the entry system. 
 

ENTRIES 
Online entries will be via entero.co.nz and will be open from January 2027. Opening of entries will be 
announced via the NZOC2027 website as well as the ONZ website.  
 

• Early bird rates apply until 11.59pm on 28 February 2027, after which standard rates will apply 
until entries close at 11.59pm on 13 March 2027.  

• No entries will be accepted after 13th March 2027.  
• On-the-day entries will not be available. 
• Entry fees are to be confirmed and payable by credit card only.  

 

REFUND POLICY 
• Entries cancelled partially or in full until entries close on 13 March 2027 will receive a refund 

less a NZ$10 administration fee. No refunds will be given for cancellations after entries close. 
• Refunds will be processed after the event. 
• The entry fee does not include any form of personal insurance, including medical or travel 

insurance. 
• If the event is cancelled due to extreme weather or other factors outside of the event 

organisers control, the organisers will endeavour to refund as much of the entry fee as 
possible, taking into account any sunk costs. 

https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
https://www.orienteering.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ONZ-Rules-May-2024.pdf
http://www.entero.co.nz/
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CHANGE POLICY 
• Each request to change entrant details, course, or start time after entries have closed on 13 

March 2027 will attract a non-refundable NZ$10 administration fee. 
• As a last resort, SI Numbers can be changed at the event, in person at the registration desk 

(bring your new SI Card) at least an hour before the event starts. No changes will be available 
within an hour of the event starting. 

 

PUNCH ENQUIRY FEE 
The punch enquiry fee will be $20 when a field SI control box readout is requested.  If the control is 
found to contain a complete (non-error) punch, the competitor must be recorded as having punched 
that control correctly and the fee will be returned; otherwise the fee shall be retained by the organiser. 
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APPENDIX: MAPS 
 

GENERAL MAP OF THE REGION 

 
SPRINT: WINTEC CAMPUS 
As this is a new map, no previous maps are available. 
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MIDDLE: NGAPURIRI FARM 
LONG: SUNSET STATION 
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RELAY: MADONNA HARRIS FARM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


